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Abstract

This study is to analyze the language usage of multi-cultural family members
in various environments in Korea in 2011. To do so, 2,026 multi-cultural family
members were interviewed as subjects. Over 1,800 bilingual adult speakers and
200 children who have bilingual parents answered for the survey questions and
took a Korean proficiency test. This research consists of three major themes for
examining language usage. The first is on communication among family
members. Usage of Korean, usage of mother tongue, language attitude, language
code, etc were examined. the second is on communication among social
members. Language code, dialect, language attitude, language input, etc were
examined. The third is on children with bilingual parents and their language
proficiency, language attitude, language usage both at school and home, etc were

examined. The contents of this research are presented below.

Introduction

The purpose of the study

Research methods

Participants

Survey Questions & Language Test questionnaire

- The result of the pretest
Language usage among family members

- General views

Usage of Korean at home

Usage of mother tongue at home

Caring person for children's school activity at home

Language attitude at home

- Korean language institute in Korea
Language usage with social adult members

- General views

- Participation in social activities

- Usage of Korean in social groups




Usage of mother tongue in social groups

Language attitude in social groups

Dialects

Language input

Korean Language institute outside Korea
- Language proficiency in speaking, listening, reading,

and writing
Analysis of language test

- Error analysis on open questions

- Error analysis on multiple choice questions
Children's language usage

Language usage among family members

Language usage at school

Language attitude

Language Input
Correlational analysis

- Language, mother tongue, age, occupation, income,
education, gender, staying period, residential area, etc.

- Language experience, identity, learning method, etc.
Conclusion and Implication

- Need for inter-ministry policy and support

- Implication for future research

The main findings are as follows. Depending on their different mother tongue
backgrounds, Korean proficiency varied. Period of stay in Korea was a very
critical factor to influence the language proficiency. There exist different levels
of Korean language proficiency depending on different regions of residence.
Educational background also influence language proficiency. College graduates
got the highest scores, while elementary school graduates got the lowest scores
in the test.

Participants were found to code-switch frequently from/to Korean and their
mother tongues. This seems to be a very natural phenomena among bilingual
and/or multilingual speakers. But most of the code switchings occurred because

of inadequate Korean proficiency. Most of the participants were not balanced



bilinguals. Thus, it is hardly expected that code switching occurs for the
sociolinguistic reasons.

One of the surprising finding is that inadequate language proficiency do not
prohibit communication with native Korean speakers. Even a novice Korean
learner can maintain conversations over 3 hours. This conversation pattern was
found in most cases. Family members were found to maintain conversation
using various language codes, not restricted to Korean only.

A child who has many Korean friends after school to play, a child who can
get help when s/he has assignments from school, a child who has abundant
materials or references for a school activity showed better performance in the
test.

Participants who try to speak in Korean when having conversations with
Korean performed better in the language test. However, no statistically
meaningful correlation between social participation and language proficiency was
found. The most difficult occasions for the participants to experience in Korea
was when they visit public institutions.

The results from the research imply the following. Multi-cultural families are
exposed to various and complicated language environments. Therefore, Korean
government should support Korean language programs in more extensive and
sophisticated ways. If the government insists on a uniform language education
policy, the policy would have marginal impacts to facilitate the transitions for
foreigners to mingle into Korean society. Adult learners, who had learned
Korean language in their country before coming to Korea, tend to have less
adjustment efforts in Korea. In order to raise children in multi-cultural families
as balanced multi-lingual speakers, systematic/integrated supports from different
government ministries are called for. A school system has to be developed for

young multi-lingual children, with the support from professional staffs.
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