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Curriculum Development for Korean Reading

Education

<Abstract>

Reading education requires a systematic approach as reading skills in
Korean language education not only increase other language skills which
improve overall communicative skills, but language learners also acquire
the most information through reading. Recently, there has been an
increase in addressing the importance of reading education and the needs
of learners, along with an increase in relevant research within this field.
However, most researches are limited to discussions of teaching reading
skills, textbook development, and text analysis; and therefore, there is a
gap regarding what teachers can apply in the classroom and lack of
research regarding reading curriculum. The absence of such reading
curriculum is not only limited to local educational institutes within Korea.
The current state of Korean education has transitioned from being offered
in major and elective courses within universities to the implementation in
elementary and middle schools. In the case of Canada, as part of the
multicultural policy, Korean language is included within the high school
curriculum. Australia has chosen Korean language as one of the top five
Asian languages along with its inclusion within special sub-languages, and
therefore, offers Korean language classes within the curriculum of 42
elementary, middle and high schools. In addition, high schools in France
are currently increasing its acceptance of Korean language as a second
or third language, and a growing number of high schools that provide
Korean education in Southeast Asia such as Thailand and Sri Lanka are

increasing. Another interesting feature of Korean education overseas is



that there are growing numbers of groups where the levels of interests of
learning Korean are beyond interests in the language or culture. This
indeed, is an opportunity for overseas Korean learners to increase their
input of Korean through reading education and acquire indirect
knowledge of Korean society and culture. Although there are needs for
strategic support from the government regarding a consistent and
systematic Korean reading education, due to the lack of a proper reading
curriculum within Korea and overseas, each region or institute have been
providing an unsystematic and mutually independent education for
reading in terms of format and content.

Previous research has developed a Standard Curriculum Model of Korean
Language Education for International Use with aims for a systematic and
sustainable development and maintenance of Korean education within
Korea and overseas (Kim et al., 2010, 2011). However, within the standard
curriculum model of Korean language education for international use,
although the achievable goals and educational contents are provided by
levels and skills, difficulties for less-experienced Korean language teachers
or institutes to develop detailed Korean reading curricula or educational
measures may exist. Thus, in order for a systematic and reliable
development of Korean reading education through a standard model,
there is an immediate urgency for developing a standard reading
curriculum with common reference criteria to be used both domestically
and overseas.

This study aims to discuss recent research and theories regarding Korean
reading education, and to develop a standard curriculum for reading
education with common reference criteria based on the Standard
Curriculum Model of Korean Language Education for International Use.
First, the study aimed to find the process and methods for developing a
standard reading curriculum through the review of previous literature. In

addition, a variety of reading texts from both domestic and international



textbooks were analyzed. Furthermore, the current state of Korean
reading education and a variety of needs were analyzed based on a needs
analysis of educational institutes, teachers and learners. Throughout this
process, a curriculum for reading education applicable to any educational
context within Korea and overseas was developed.

In conclusion, the aims for reading in Korean language education should
be to train learners to better apply reading skills to improve
communication skills, and raise context awareness so that they can apply
and control their reading skills to become active constructors of meaning,
better understand Korean culture, and actively participate in reading
activities. From this perspective, the knowledge system of the curriculum
of Korean reading education consists of three categories: knowledge,
method, and attitude. In terms of knowledge, students require a certain
level of knowledge and understanding of vocabulary, grammar and
sentence structures in order to read and comprehend texts. Methods
refer to the actual application of knowledge and understanding which
divide into subcategories of reading skills and strategies. Finally,
additional affective features were added under the category of attitude.
This study aims to develop a curriculum for Korean reading education
along with developing approaches and solutions for application, and is
expected to be effectively utilized by curriculum developers, textbook

developers or teachers in the field.
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