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This study aims to investigate the use of Korean language textbooks domestic and
abroad. First, a list of Korean language education institutions and Korean language
textbooks was prepared, a quantitative and qualitative methodology was established for
the survey, and a research tool was developed for the survey of the current status and
satisfaction of textbook use. The research was carried out as a method of supplementing
quantitative surveys through in-depth interviews after surveying the current status of
textbooks through research tools and surveying satisfaction and needs.

The list of Korean language education institutions was compiled in the areas to be
studied, and selected 740 institutions in Korea and 650 institutions in the New Southern
and New Northern regions. The subjects of the survey were grouped by institutional
type, the Korean language classes elementary, middle and high schools, social integration
program operating institutions, foreign worker support centers, multicultural family
support centers, and university—affiliated institutions were surveyed in Korea. While
overseas countries was surveyed on King Sejong Institutes, Hangeul Schools, and
university institutions operating Korean language courses. Since there are various types
of institutions and many institutions to be surveyed, questionnaires were conducted
twice for a systematic survey. Initially the current status of each institution’s use of
textbooks was surveyed, and the satisfaction of the textbooks and the need survey was
conducted afterwards. An in-depth interview was conducted with the questionnaire
survey and the results of the survey are summarized as follows.

First, the current status of the use of textbooks by Korean language education
institutions was collected by the online questionnaire survey on the institution’s
information, Korean language class information, and teaching materials. A total of 686
institutions’ surveys were collected and 176 types of textbooks, 1,156 books were used.
Afterwards, the current status of textbooks use was analyzed by the use of the
textbook’s characteristics according to the type of institution and the characteristics of
the institution using the textbook. In domestic institutions, social integration programs
were use mandatory textbooks the most, and other institutions had more autonomous
choices than mandatory use. In foreign institutions, only King Sejong Institutions had a
high percentage of mandatory use, and other had much higher autonomous rates.

Second, the Korean language education institutions’ survey on satisfaction and the
needs of textbooks were conducted on teachers, and the total number of respondents
was 939. In detail, satisfaction with the content of the textbook, satisfaction with the
perspective of textbook description, satisfaction with exercises and tasks in the textbook,

satisfaction with the composition of the textbook, satisfaction with the textbook design



and form, necessity of developing textbooks by type, importance of developing
supplementary materials, preference of textbook developers and development process, and
additionally the satisfaction of specific textbooks developed and published by public
organizations were examined. The results of the survey were compared and analyzed
focusing on the region(domestic and abroad), types of institutions engaged by teachers,
and several specific textbooks.

Third, the in-depth interview was conducted based on the results of the previous
survey on characteristics by region, institution, and textbook. A total of 127 interviews
were conducted with 29 domestic and 98 overseas cases. The analysis items of the
interview, opinions on the current status of the institution, textbooks for use, teacher’s
guidebook and supplementary materials for use, textbook distribution, and future
direction of textbook development were investigated in depth. First, the contents of the
domestic interviews were reviewed by each institution, and the overseas institutions
were divided into the King Sejong Institute, the Hangeul School, and the university
institutions that operated the Korean language courses to understand the use of the
textbooks. The overseas interview survey was also divided by country, and the results
were presented by country, targeting 11 countries in the New Southern and 13 countries
in the New Northern.

Fourth, as a result of this survey, a record system was presented that could contain a
list of Korean language education institutions and information on the use of textbooks
used by them. The results of this survey were presented as a list. If an information
management system can be prepared to contain these results, it will be easier for the
government to grasp the current status of the use of textbooks in the future, and will
be able to establish policies for textbook development and use them as basic data for
textbook certification.

Fifth, the matters to be reviewed in determining the direction of textbook development
and planning the textbook writing were presented centering on several criteria. The
opinions of teachers on the contents of textbooks, cultural contents, teacher’s guidebooks
and supplementary materials were synthesized. In the case of overseas teachers, along
with the above contents, opinions on the issue of distribution and translation of
textbooks were summarized and presented items to be considered in the future.

Lastly, this study is the first large—scale survey on the use of Korean language
textbooks domestic and abroad, so it contains some suggestions for future research.
Research for grasping the current use of textbooks should be conducted periodically in a
reasonable manner. It is meaningful that the research has conducted basic research for
future study, despite the technical limitations of the research tools and methods

developed in this research.
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